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Hymn: 609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 

    Were as scarlet my transgression, 

It shall be as white as snow 

    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 

For these words I now believe: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

6 Now my conscience is at peace; 

    From the Law I stand acquitted. 

Christ hath purchased my release 

    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 

Naught remains my soul to grieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 

    Also I have been forgiven; 

And when I this earth must leave, 

    I shall find an open heaven. 
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Dying, still to Him I cleave: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 

Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Service of Light 

 

Stand 

Versicles (Common) John 8:12; John 1:5; Luke 24:29; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Corinthians 4:6 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron 
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Thanksgiving for Light 
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Sit 

Psalm 141 
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Psalm Prayer 

L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your 

loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises 

with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 

 

First Reading Zechariah 13:7 

L A reading from Zechariah, chapter 13. 

  

7“Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, 

 against the man who stands next to me,” 

declares the LORD of hosts. 
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“Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered; 

 I will turn my hand against the little ones. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Silence for reflection on reading. 

Second Reading Matthew 26:30–56 

L A reading from Matthew, chapter 26. 

  

 30And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 31Then Jesus 

said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will 

strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32But after I am raised 

up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 33Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away 

because of you, I will never fall away.” 34Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very 

night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” 35Peter said to him, “Even 

if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same. 

 36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, 

“Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37And taking with him Peter and the two sons 

of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38Then he said to them, “My soul is 

very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 39And going a little 

farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup 

pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40And he came to the disciples 

and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one 

hour? 41Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is 

willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, 

“My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43And again he came 

and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44So, leaving them again, he went 

away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. 45Then he came to the 

disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and 

the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Rise, let us be going; see, my 

betrayer is at hand.” 

 47While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great 

crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48Now 

the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 
49And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 
50Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands 

on Jesus and seized him. 51And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out 

his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 
52Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword 

will perish by the sword. 53Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at 

once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54But how then should the Scriptures 

be fulfilled, that it must be so?” 55At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come 

out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the 
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temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 56But all this has taken place that the 

Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled. 

  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Silence for reflection on reading. 

Final Reading Response Hebrews 1:1–2a 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 

 

Hymn of the Day: 436 Go to Dark Gethsemane 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854 
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
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Magnificat Luke 1:46–55 
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Sit 

Offering 
 

Stand 

Litany 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word 

“Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all 

servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and 

those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every 

place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those 

who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord 

great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful 

times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
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C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

 

 
 

Collect for Peace 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give 

to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be 

set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
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forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] 

 

 
 

Benediction 

 

 
 

Hymn to Depart: 709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 

Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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