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The congregation and pastor enter in silence. 

 

Stand 

Opening Versicles Psalm 51:5; Psalm 70:1 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 

 

Psalm 22 

1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, 

from the words of my groaning? 
2O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest. 

3Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4In you our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 

6But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the people. 
7All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 
8“He trusts in the LORD; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in 

him!” 

9Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at my mother’s 

breasts. 
10On you was I cast from my birth, and from my mother’s womb you have been my 

God. 
11Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help. 

12Many bulls encompass me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
13they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion. 

14I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; 

it is melted within my breast; 
15my strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in 

the dust of death. 

16For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have pierced 

my hands and feet— 
17I can count all my bones— they stare and gloat over me; 
18they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots. 

19But you, O LORD, do not be far off! O you my help, come quickly to my aid! 
20Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dog! 
21Save me from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued me from the horns of the wild 

oxen! 
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22I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will 

praise you: 
23You who fear the LORD, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him, and stand 

in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
24For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has not 

hidden his face from him, but has heard, then he cried to him. 

25From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will perform before 

those who fear him. 
26The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD! 

May your hearts live forever! 

27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the 

nations shall worship before you. 
28For kingship belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations. 

29All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; before him shall bow all who go down 

to the dust, even the one who could not keep himself alive. 
30Posterity shall serve him; it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation; 
31they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn, that he has done 

it. 

 

Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 

was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death 

upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

Matthew 26:47-68 
 47While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great 

crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48Now 

the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 
49And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 
50Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands 

on Jesus and seized him. 51And behold, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out 

his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 
52Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword 

will perish by the sword. 53Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at 

once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54But how then should the Scriptures 
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be fulfilled, that it must be so?” 55At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come 

out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in the 

temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 56But all this has taken place that the 

Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled. 

 57Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the 

scribes and the elders had gathered. 58And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as 

the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. 
59Now the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus 

that they might put him to death, 60but they found none, though many false witnesses 

came forward. At last two came forward 61and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy 

the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” 62And the high priest stood up and 

said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” 63But 

Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, 

tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I 

tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and 

coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has 

uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his 

blasphemy. 66What is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.” 67Then they 

spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, 68saying, “Prophesy to us, you 

Christ! Who is it that struck you?” 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Hymn: 451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
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Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769–1855, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Volkslieder, 1850, Paderborn 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Matthew 26:69-27:2 
 69Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and 

said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70But he denied it before them all, saying, 

“I do not know what you mean.” 71And when he went out to the entrance, another servant 

girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
72And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 73After a little while the 

bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent 

betrays you.” 74Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know 

the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 75And Peter remembered the saying of 

Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and 

wept bitterly. 

 1When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel 

against Jesus to put him to death. 2And they bound him and led him away and delivered 

him over to Pilate the governor. 

 

Silence for reflection 

 

Hymn: 421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing 
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt. 

Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Matthew 27:3-23 
 3Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind 

and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 4saying, “I 

have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See to it 

yourself.” 5And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he 

went and hanged himself. 6But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not 

lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.” 7So they took counsel and 

bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place for strangers. 8Therefore that field 

has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 

by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of 

him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, 10and they gave them for 

the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.” 

 11Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the 

King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12But when he was accused by the 

chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear 
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how many things they testify against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a 

single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 

 15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one 

prisoner whom they wanted. 16And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 
17So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for 

you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18For he knew that it was out of envy that 

they had delivered him up. 19Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife 

sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much 

because of him today in a dream.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 

crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again said to them, “Which 

of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said 

to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him 

be crucified!” 23And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the 

more, “Let him be crucified!” 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Hymn: 444 No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet 
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Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024 

Tune: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958, alt. 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005173 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Matthew 27:24-31 
 24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, 

he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this 

man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25And all the people answered, “His blood be on us 

and on our children!” 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, 

delivered him to be crucified. 

 27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and 

they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28And they stripped him and put a scarlet 

robe on him, 29and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a 

reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of 

the Jews!” 30And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31And 

when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him 

and led him away to crucify him. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Hymn: 449 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 
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Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153; German version, Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Hans Leo Hassler, 1564–1612 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005173 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Matthew 27:32-44 
 32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this 

man to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means 

Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, 

he would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments 

among them by casting lots. 36Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37And 

over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the 

Jews.” 38Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 
39And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40and saying, “You who 

would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of 

God, come down from the cross.” 41So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, 

mocked him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; 

let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; 

let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44And the 

robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Hymn: 438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 
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Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487–1553 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005173 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Matthew 27:45-56 
 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 
46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 

sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47And some of 

the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at once 
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ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to 

drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 
50And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 

 51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the 

earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of 

the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53and coming out of the tombs after his 

resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 54When the centurion and 

those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took 

place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 

 55There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed 

Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him, 56among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary 

the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 

 

The Paschal Candle is extinguished symbolizing the death of our Lord. 

 

Hymn of the Day: 454 Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle (rise on last verse) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, c. 530–609; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929–2021 

Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005173 
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Sermon 
 

Offering 
 

Matthew 27:57-66 
 57When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who 

also was a disciple of Jesus. 58He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then 

Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean 

linen shroud 60and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he 

rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 61Mary Magdalene and 

the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. 

 62Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees 

gathered before Pilate 63and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he 

was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64Therefore order the tomb to be made secure 

until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has 

risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 65Pilate said to them, 

“You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66So they went and 

made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. 

 

Stand 

Litany 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

  

P From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 
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From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from 

rebellion; 

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from 

everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by 

Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, 

the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and 

in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

P To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers 

of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word 

and to sustain them in holy living; 

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all 

who have erred and are deceived; 

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and 

to accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help 

the weakhearted and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and 

strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of need; 

To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and 

protect our magistrates and all our people; 

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect 

and guide all who travel; 

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing 

happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in 

bondage; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give 

and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our 

prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
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C we implore You to hear us. 

  

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

  

P O Christ, 

C hear us. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Closing Collect 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should bear for us the 

pains of the cross and so remove from us the power of the adversary. Help us so to 

remember and give thanks for our Lord’s passion that we may receive forgiveness of 

sin and redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

13Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted. 
14As many were astonished at you—his appearance was so marred, beyond human 

semblance, and his form beyond that of the children of mankind—  15so shall he sprinkle 

many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that which has not been 

told them they see, and that which they have not heard they understand. 53:1Who has 

believed what they heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had 

no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and 

as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
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4Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted. 5But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was 

crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with 

his stripes we are healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one 

to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7He was oppressed, 

and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. 8By 

oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my 

people? 9And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 10Yet it was the 

will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering 

for sin, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall 

prosper in his hand. 11Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his 

knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, 

and he shall bear their iniquities. 12Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and 

was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession 

for the transgressors. 

 

The Strepitus 
 

This Latin word literally means "great noise".  The Strepitus symbolizes the earthquake that 

occurred at our Lord's crucifixion after He died. 

 

Pastor sings the Agnus Dei. 
 

The congregation leaves in silence and minimal light. 
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